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FISK U N IV E R S ITY  
DEPARTM ENT O F SO C IAL SCIENCE 
N A B H V I L L E ,  T E N N E S S E E
C H A R L E S  S . J O H N S O N  
D I R E C T O R
October 14, 1930
Mrs. Anna J. Cooper,
201 Tea Street, N. V/.,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Mrs. Cooper:
Will you cooperate with a study of racial 
attitudes, which has been under way now for more than two years, 
to the extent of recording your own attitudes on the accompanying 
questionnaire? The study which has been projected through an 
important research body, and is being carried out with the tech­
nical advice of throe psychologists - Dr. R. S. Woodworth of 
Columbia University, Dr. L. L. Thurstone of the University of 
Chicago, and Dr. Joseph Peterson of Peabody College for Teachers, 
Nashville - has been centered during the first period on white 
attitudes towards Negroes. A great part of the significance of 
the study will lie in the* counter attitudes of Negroes towards 
whites, and it is an essential condition of a study of inter­
racial attitudes that both should be recorded in full. Usually 
the recorded expression of attitudes is from persons who for 
reasons quite apart from considerations of race relations of any 
sort are most articulate. The result generally is an over­
balance one way or tho other. I t ink you will agree that it is 
most important to know what the fundamental opinions are, and how 
these are related to the facts of Negro life and to the actual 
business of living together in the same geographical area.
You may wish to add some comment on incidents 
or workable philosophies of Negro-whit© relations in the United 
States. These would be welcomed as a contribution to the statis­
tical findings 7/hich will be mad6 available in published form.
It is not necessary to sign the blank.
